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 REFACE 


. VERY Man, who has any Con- 
eern for Religion and Virtue, 
a ght to exert his Abilities in Vin- 
Fel tcation of them, and endeavour 

E turn the Current of thoſe Inun- 

dations, which are poured upon 

xs by the induſtrious Attempts of bur Modern 

Deiſts fo break down the Boundaries of Revela- 

tion, the chief Foundation of that Reaſon, which 
our preſent Moraliſts ſet up in Oppoſition to it. 

FOR, ſuppoſing them deprived of the very 


| Revelation, they deny the Authority of, how much 
| their Reaſon would be ſuperior to ſome Part of 
the Brutal Creation, is plain from thoſe Nations, 
2h do not enjoy it. And, were our Modern Mo- 
raliſts under the ſame Diſadvantages with theſe 
* Ignorant Nations, they weuld be equally confuſed 
and confined in the Uſe of their natural Reaſon ; 
/s that it is evident, that the Light of Revela- 

tion, in the Country they live in, has furniſhed 


them with that Art of Reaſoning, which they 
now employ againſt that Revelation ztjelf. - 
AND have not the ſtrongeſt Forts been taken 


and overthrown by the Treachery of their own 


2 Garri- 
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Gerriſm, when all the Forces of: 'open Enemies 1 
were never able to prevail againſt them. 1 
ALL the Attacks of the Pagan Armies, to | 


bverthrow the Powers of the Chriſtian Revelation fi 


and Oeconomy, were not only fruitleſs, but even 


tended to the Eftabliſhment of it, cauſing Multi- 


tudes of Perſecutors to become its Proſelytes, and 


thereby the Number of the Faithful increaſed, F 


and the Cauſe, they oppoſed, was confirmed ; till | ti 


Eaſe, and a plentiful Enjoyment of the greateſt | 


Spiritual Advantages, cauſed Men to grow luke= 


warm in Religion, when it became uſual with the | 
Governors of certain Churches to form certain | 
Schemes, not only to ſuit with the Tempers and | 
D:ſpojitions of the Laity under their ſpiritual | 
Furiſdiction, but alſo to ſerve their cum pri- 
vate Views of Temporal Intereſt, till Religion | 


210 fo mixed with Temporal Inſtitutions, that its 


Luſtre was eclipſed, and its native Beauty loſt in 
ophi/ticated Ornaments, LE 
HENCE ſome, who, being in themſelves 


_ corruptly inclined, have ſeen through the defign- 


ing Views of their Church-Governors, to ſerve ' 


themſetves in their own irreligious Practices, baue 


declaimed againſt Revealed Religion, and endea- 


voured to expoſe it, as only a Piece of Policy and hav 
Prieſtcraft ; while others, obſerving the Injuries | 


done by the united Forces of theſe Boſom-Ene- : 


mies, have honeſtly endeavoured to defend it a- 
gainſt the Attacks of both, and to cloſe theſe UL I. 


cers, which were more and greater, than all the | 


Forces and Oppoſitions of all its Declared Enemies 
could ever be able, to make, | 


p 5 
| . ; .a 4 


M 
ze8 


K 

> iS 
3 

er 

32 


De FREFEACE 4% 


| 'AND ſhall any Man, that wiſhes well to 


Truth, ſee Revealed Religion thus traduced a- 


to | gainſt the Endeavours of the beſt Pens employed to 
ion | ſupport it, and to vindicate the Fuſtice of its 


en + 
He 


nd 


Precepts, and the Reaſonableneſs of its Divine 
Doctrines, which are not to be parallelled by all 
Human Art and Invention ; I ay, ſhall any bo- 


d, | neſt Man fee the glorious Revelation of God, ſet- 


Ting forth bis Good-aoill to Men, thus ridiculed, 
and not feel a generous Emulation, a warm De- 
7 fire, of aſſiſting ſo laudable a Defign, and contri- 
1 buting to the Support of ſo juſt a Cauſe? 
IAM very ſenſible, that many Pious and 

1 Learned Men, both from the Preſs and Pulpit, 
7 have been engaged againſt the Morahſts of this 
| Age; but the Writings of the Clergy have been, 


by their Opponents, frequently repreſented as the 


Effetts of Prieſtcrafe. 


BUT it is a trifling Evaſion to make, that 
their Office ſhould leſſen the Authority of their 


| Reaſons and Arguments; and, Thope, the Ene- 


my can gain no Advantage from any Obſervation, 
that their Lives and Converſations contradict their 


1 Do@rines, ſince, where there happen any ſuch 
1 amongſt the Clergy, they are generally thoſe, who 
! have been corrupted with their own pernicious 
Principles, and will ſeldom engage themſebves in 
Defence of Truth, except it be with a View to 
- | ſerve their private Intereſts, ts preſerve them 
From Cenſure of their Superiors. 


AN even their Conduct muſt have, upon 
their honeſt Brethren, ſuch an Effect, as awould 
be produced in an Army by a certain Knowledge, 
that Part of thoſe, who ſtand ranged under the 

fame 
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fame Banners, would only fland idle Spectators 7 


perſuaded there is ſtill Aſſiſtance wanting in 0 ) 


Adam's Poſterity might receive fall falſer and 1 : 
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the Battle, and readuly tale Part with rhe | 
Conquerors. 

NO but ſome of the Laity "> very ey 
employed their Pens in Defence of the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Revelation, I hope, not without ſome 
Succeſs ; but, though T ebuld Wiſh to have no Oc- 
caſion to kave entered the Lifts myſelf, I am fully ; 


good a Cauſe ; and therefore I ani not willing 10 
lie idle, hoping, that even my Interpoſition maß 
remove ſome Obftru Hons, and put Thin gs into a 
true Light, | 

JHA E, in the following Diſcourſe, vin- 
dicated the Fuſtice and Goodneſs of God in his 
Creation of Man, notwithſtanding he foreſaw be 
would fall from 2 firſt Purity ; from his Forefight | 
alſo of Adam's Shame and Humility after it, and 
his Purpoſe to redeem him: Of which Purpoſe i i | 
was neceſſary Adam ſhould be acquainted, by a 
Promiſe of it after his Fall ; and that Adam 
ſhould alſo acquaint his Poſterity with the Pro- 
miſe of that Divine Goodneſs and Mercy, which | 
God had made known to him: But, as it was pro- 
bable, in the relapſed State of . Man, that many of 


more confuſed Accounts thereof, in ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations ; ſo, where the Accounts of the Reve- 
lation of this Redemption became very imperfect, 
there was a Proviſion included in the Promiſe of | 
a Redeemer, that he ſhould become a Light to 
every Man that ſhould come into the World 
10 guide and direct ſuch of his Poſterity into ſuch 
a Senſe of Gora and Evil, that ( as 5 they had th 
Wk: 
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+ 4 tbe open and clear. Declarations of his Will) their 
} own Conſciences | ſhould condemn or acquit them: 
% | For thoſe, who know not the Will of God any fur- 
, if tber than from the Didtates of natural Reaſon, 

' | muſt know, that they have received their Exiſtence 
O, | from ſome unknown and ſuperior Being, to whom 
77 "I 1 they muſt neceſſarily be accountable for their Acti- 
% oni, and either in this Life, or the next, be 
9550 rewarded or puniſhed for them; a Confideration 
nay | which muſt influence them to direct their Aftions 
5 4 | ſo as, they bad been taught to believe, would be 
: moſt pleaſing to that Supreme Being, from whom 
bey had received their Exiſtence ; which Actions 
| being directed according to the beſt Knowledge 
hey bad, it was as much as Divine Fuſtice and 
! Gooaneſs would require from them. 
AN this, the very Impreſſjons of Reaſon, 
and the natural Notions of Fuſtice common 
amongſt Men, dictate to us: Common Equity in- 
clines all Men to reward good Actions, and to be 
merciful to thoſe who commit ſome Crimes thro 
Tgnorance or Inadvertency ; but to puniſh ſuch as 
are of an heinous Nature, and committed pre- 
1 fumptuouſly, wilfully, and of a preconceived Ma- 
3 tice, and an open Contempt of the reaſonable Dic- 
Fates of wiſe and good Laws, | 

FOR of thoſe who tranſereſs any Laws, 
whether Divine or Human, this Guilt muſt rea- 
ſonably be either extenuated or aggravated, ac- 

" 3} roraing to the Knowledge of the Will of the Law- 
, J giver, and of the Duties enjoined; ſo that thoſe 
20500 will wilfully break ſuch Laws, as, according 

Tuo their own Knowledge, tend only to their own 

. Welfare, and that of the whole Community, = 
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fand convicted in themſelves, that they have 1 
broke thro the Bond of Harmony in the Society is 


which they belonged to: And will not any rea- 


enable Man judge, that whoever is a Member \ 


of @ well-governed Society, and thus breaks tbr 
the wholeſome Laws of it, ought to be cut off Lp 
rom it, that the remaining Part may enjoy its | 
Advantage es, freed from the . ation of ſuch | | 


corrupt Members 2 


AND olthough this at ance appears to be f . 


the Voice of natural Reafon, yet without a Re- vg 2 
velation (which Reaſon always falls in with) all 5 


our preſent weak Powers, and depraved Faoul- | 
ties, would but very imperfe&tly and obſeurely find 
out, or aiſcover what would it be for our 1 
neſs to attend to. 
"FOR muſt not they, who have only ſome im- 
perfect Knowledge of the Will of their Maker, 
labour under imperfect Ideas of his Purpoſes con- 
cerning them, and be under as imperfect Noti- 
ons what they ſhall do to pleaſe him, or how to 
appeaſe him, i, they judge they have done ſome= 
thing contrary to his Pleaſure, when they find 
a Diſſatisfaftion in their own Minds, through 
acting contrary to their own inward Dictates? 
Which can never be ſo well directed by natural 
Reaſon only, as they are, or may be, by a. Declara- 
tion f the Will of God from himfel A; tho we 
never had any Declaration from God to Man, 
but what preſently appeared to be agreeable to 
natural Reaſon, which is illuminated by it, as 
the Riſing of che Sun difpels the Shades and. 
Darkneſs of the Night ; and as the Day comes . 
upon us, whether we Heep or wake, or whether. 
We 


| 4 wo when we come to have our Eyes 
Senſes awake, we then ſpall behold its Bri Sor neh 
and Glory 


Nuy and Manner that would beſt anfive 
poſes to redeem Mankind from their fallen Eſtate, 
wand what would beſt \furt with: the intended Hap- 
Hine ſi of Man by bis Redemption: And as, by 


Vabfecred to Death, ſo 

Þy the Obedience, 

Obrist, 'woe 
Vrom the hover und, by our in 
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be foe it or not, till the Sun is in the Maridian ; 


„ and our 


60 5 himſelf miſt be allied to know the 


r bas Pu#- 


the and bis Poſterity were 

God has appointed, that, 

\ Death, and Reſurrection of | 
be entitled 10 4 Refurrettion 
perfect, if ſincere, 
Obedience, according ro the beft of our Knowledge, 
Ge offared of an happy Immortality Which glb. 
Tous Advantages are brought to =” PF the Ree 
welation of the Gofpel of Grit. 
4 UT,” if theſe" Advantages, as'T deus * 

wed, "are intended : for all, bo have not the. 
L en Deblarations of 7 it, as well at 250 200 have, 
51 e be enguired, . Mankind Bayh be Javed, | 
kobo have: mot "#6 Knowledge of this Revelation, 

Xo what "Purpoſe © was Ye Kniowledg e "bored rer 
pealed at all; or by. art de e wy OB ga- 
ions to Believe it, o contract 2 G F id our. 
{ he 6 To ch er 

IT b, imp mpoſſible that Man's Redemption zeal 
be thus efecred, and" all the Tranſabtons- Fir 
3:4 ' from che \ whole "World," ' forajmueh \ as /ſach. 
Tr anſattions oon not Be. performed without ſome 
Part” of the World's bring concerned in it, finte - 
ur bleſſed Redeemer. was to ſuffer, Death by the 

Landy Y cruel and bloody A; J. wo 7 

09, 


Adam's Tranſgreſjion, 
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Goodugſ jo wonderful, that his very Murderers| 5 
were allowed an equal Share of his meritorious | 297 
Death and Reſurreftion, upon the very ſume 
Terms with his own Diſciples, as appears From ;he 
bis Praying, that his" Father would forgive 
them, becauſe they knew. not what they Is; 17 
or that, as they were ignorant of the Merit. -Of ® hp 
bis Death, and executed him as a Malęfactor, 
becauſe, they thought him as ſuch; therefore, by 
this his Prayer or them, and the Preaching of 7 
St. Peter * to them after. his Reſurrection, it | ſee 
plainly appeared, that even all concerned in bis 
Execution were admitted to the Benefits ariſing ,, 7 
from his Obedience, Death, and Reſurrection, 
upon the ſame Terms with his Diſciples themſelves. 
Such is the unbounded Mercy of infinite G ooaneſ$,! 
70 all who will not maliciauſiy appoſe it ! And muſt 3e 
it not be neceſſary to make theſe Things known to} fav 
them, in order to bring them. to Repentance, as| 
. well as it was impoſſible, to act them in an un- ,,. 
| known Corner, where none could either be tbe of 
| = - Actors, or Wimeſes of them? And, where this > a 
4 Was tranſadted, it was alfa requiſite, that be 
i ould eſtabliſb bis Authority, Power, and Miſe .,,; 
x fron, by ſufficient Proofs. of them, in Acts ur- Af 
1 paſſing all buman Powers, and thereby leave. the bas 
I World a fufficient Teſtimony f his. Goed-will to Jon 
q Mankind; fo that none but Such, who maliciouſiy tho 
oppoſed ſuch, Truths, that carried along with them | p, 
1785 greateſt Teſtimonies that ever any Matter of he 
. Fat could be capable of, could contract any Guilt) G 
1 their e and, ſurely, 1 will ye On Ay 


» Acts ui. from Pſe 14 


a due ly 
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| allowed, that Guilt muſt neceſſarily and unawoid- 


| ably fall upen ſuch Men, as harden their Hearts 
1 againſt Conviction, and rut their Eyes againſt - 


rom" the Light. 


BU 57 here another Queſtion may ariſe : Since 


ac 1 it is allowed poſſible for Men to be ſaved without 


* the Knowledge of Revelation, and that there are ſo 
many amongſt us, who contend againſt Revelation, 
and endeavour to prove it a Cheat and Delufion 
1 7 wherefore then, if it be not fo, did not God, fore- 
1 ſeeing our Unbelief, make this Dije very and Re- 
velation to ſome other Parts of the World, that 
8 might have been more glad to baue embraced it, 
and made better Uſes of ji Benefit, and leave us 
in our darling I 3 
contracted jo Ph? Gui I,  ohich, if A1 you ſay 


be true, we muſt neceſſarily fall under? I an- 
ſioer : 


that we might not have 


AS it was appointed he ſhould die to redeem 


us, it may be queſtioned, whether-any other Set 
1 of Men, in any Part of the World, could have 
1 been found : to have effected it; and may Wwe not 
Pl venture to ſuppoſe, that God might foreſee like- 
1 wiſe, chat even theſe Parts of the World, he has 


por ded an open Revelation to, have not yet made ſo 
bad Uſes of it, as the other Parts would have 
* done, if the Revelation thereof had been made to 
ales and that many more amongſt them may be 
q Preſerved from Guilt, by their Ignorance, ' than 


J 7 there'would have . amongſt us? 


BUT I would not pretend to aftertain theſe 


ly, | Anfiwers, but as they appear agreeable to the Bi- 


vine Wiſdom and Gordneſs, and to that Reaſon 
10ö, Cod bas in common given us, who created 
us, not 70 add any. Happine; is to lame, but that 
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be might, by the moſt reaſonable Methods, agrees pur 


able to our Free- Agency, afford us the beſt Means, % 
whereby we may be made happy in himſelf, for | 


we may ſafely conclude, that, in Wiſdom and Mer- 
ey, be has performed all bis W. orks, both of Cres | 


ation and Providence. N 

AND this I ſhall endeavour to make appear, 4 
in the following Work; in which J have endea» 
woured t0 fab my 0wn Opinion, by fuch fuffis | 


cient Reaſonings as, T think, will prove them, © 


without entering into a Repeti tion of the modern. Li 
Arguments, uſed to fupport the contrary , And T | 


am perſuaded, that, when the Prejudices of Pride, 
Guilt, and Licentiou iſneſs are removed, Truth | 
aw1ll neceſſarily ſhine forth with the greater Luſtre || 


and Brightneſs, as the Sun ſtrikes the Eye more i 


forcibly, when the Obſtruftion of 'a black and I 
darkening Cloud is removed from before it. T. 


ISHAL L, therefore, endeavour to oer - Jar, 


throw the Force of ſuch fal Ie Reaſoning, that is 
Frequently made uſe of to confound Light and | 
Darkneſs, whereby our common Moralifts would | 
perſuade themſelves and others, that the Revela= | 
tion, which ve call Light, 7s real Darkneſs, and 
that their Pretenſions to believe nothing, but 
what they can comprehend from natural Reaſon, * 


Is the true Lig ht, --== But, if natural Reaſon 15 1 
the true Light, it can want no Illumination; and Et 


Revelati on muſt be an Impofition, and, where it 
is received, muft confbund, and put out the Light | 
of natural Rea ſon. And then it will follow, © 
We muſt neceſſarily expect the greateſt Logicians g 
and Maſters of Reaſon, from thoſe Corners of | 


the Earth, that have never been corrupted with cult 


| * Revelation, But, I am perſuaded; | 
our * 


om Errors in the Tranſlations : 


. 8 "hey commonly differ in their Sentiments, 
 Zzoidely as thoſe do, who only underſtand the com- 
mon Tranſlation : And, as this alſo is an Handle 
Ver the Enemies of Revela tion, I ſhall endeavour 
Fat once to remove theſe two Mountains 
culty, by preſcribing a Method, which I have. 
| obſer d myſelf, in all my former Works, and 
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Pu- "preſent Mor ali 72 would be unwill; ng to be 


Chou ght to exchange their Abilities with uch, as 
may be Found in theſe remote Corners. 
HOW then came they to be more enlightened * 2 


Could it be from the Darkneſs of Finden 2— 


1 am perſuaded, that, has they been born, where 
a Revelation of God to Mankind had never been 
heard of, they might have been glad of an Oppor- 


unity to have embraced it, upon its firſt Offers, 


und could then have better Judged, what was 


Ligbt, and what was Darkneſs : But Light, by 
Tonftant Shining, commonly dazzles weak Eyes, 
ſand makes them covet the Dark ; which when they 
have choſen for their Favourite Retirement, 


{hey ought not to contend, that they, who continue 
22 the Light, are in Darineſs, and that their 


E Darkneſs is the only Light. 


TO ſupport their own Per ſuafion, that they 
are in the Light, and that they, that believe the 
IScripture-Revelation, are in the Dark, it is Fre- 
quentiy affirmed by them, that the Seriptures, in 
many Places, contradict themſeFves, 

BUT this is an Error proceeding only from 
Jens different Notions about the true and genuine 
rer prrtaria of them, and in ſome Meaſure too, 
T I do not 
Find that that Matter is mended from the pretend- 
2 Interpreters of the Original Languages, ſince 
as 
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which T ſhall akeays firiftly adbere to; 1ſt, To (God 
obſerve the Scope, Tendency, and Deſign of the Mu 


Writer of the Scriptures ; 2dly, To interpret no ion 


Places that are dark and obſcure, to contradict 


_ thoſe that ure plain and eaſy to be underſtood; and i 105 


ly, To interpret none to contradict the Attri- #4 
2 85 F the Divine Perfections. -- = the 
AND IT am per ſuaded, that had this Mer Vel, 
thod been honeſtly purſued by all Men, aubo have $*9 


attempted their Interpretation, without Views of Di 


Opinions, perhaps, through Prejudices of Educa- 
tion; or had none attempted their Interpretation, 
but honeſt, impartial, and diſintereſted Men, even 


whether they had underflood the Original Lan- 


guages or not, T ſay, I am perſuaded, that then 


private Intereſt, or Adherence to fome particular Bio. 


we ſhould not have had ſo many Oppoſers of the y 


Divine Authority of Revelation; fince the Diffe- 
rence of Interpretations, and Errors in Tranſla-' 


trons, have been equally prejudicial to Truth, 
and, perhaps, have occaſioned even ſome honeſt Mo- 


raliſis to deny the Authority of them, ſince 552 * 


could not fee the Remedy to heal theſe contradit#- | ** 


ing Abſurdities in Tranſlations and Interpretati- | 


ons, which Men have, upon theſe Accounts, quar- of 


relled about. 


FOR bad not the Scriptures been thus torn | 
ts Pieces by forced Interpretations, and ambigu- 
ous and precarious Tranſlations, they would then * 


have appeared to all proper Fudges, in their true 
Beauty, and have been acknowledged to contain | 
Scheme of the beſt Laws that could be poſſibly | 
aompoſed; and that they were far above all 
human Invention, and would therefore have beert 
believed by all reaſonable Men, to be the Word of | 

| Ne. CCC 
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God; and from thence there might have been a 
ay made for their greater Extent of Propaga- 


ö tion, among ſt 


the Nations of the Earth. 
MY Deſign is to rectiſy Men's miſtaken No- 


1 tions, which wrong Interpretations of the Scrip- 


-_ 4 tures have produced, and to reconcile them with 


tbe Divine Attributes and Perfection; being 
very well ſatisfied, that whatever is contradjetory 
to theſe, muſt be contrary to the Authority of 
Divine Revelation; and that whatever Tranſla- 
tions, Interpretations, 
made, not agreeing with the Divine Attributes, 
muſt be luman, and haue no Command pon our 


or Comments have been 


Yent ta force our Belief. 
.AN DI wiſh all honeſt Mer alifts N tut 


ons theſe Obſervations, I ſhould then hope, ma- 
y of them would turn their Pens, to reform the 
Abuſes put upon the Scriptures, and to juſtify, in- 


¶ fead of condemning, thoſe Divine Compoſures. 

T. CONFESS, I am heartily forry that I 
| have been obliged to make the former, too juſt, 
1 Obſervations, that even the very Defendants of 
3 the Scripture-Revelation, and, I hope, Imay jay, 


3 the honeſt-defigning Tranſlators F them, ' ſhould, 


without Defign, become the chief Enemies of their 
1 Authority ; which, - according to the beſt of my 
e ons, -muſt be owing to a Want of Cauti- 
en in the aforeſaid Method, which I have, in all 
5 my former Works, taken Care:-40 obſerve, and 
Hall in my future, if God permit me to go thro 


more, and which I recommend to all in the like 


Attempts; and I doubt not, but that ſuch an 


* iniver/a] Practice would ſoon retrieve the Au- 
thority of” the Divine Revelation from God to 


Mankind, and make it ſhine in its true Beauty 
and 


= Brightneſs ; e FED h many bone Pens 
have endeavoured to effect, Jn % long as there f 
remain ſo many, ho pretend to be its Advocates, fl: 
050 /e Interpretations carry along with them ma- 
nifeſ# Contradiftions io the Divine Attributes, 
Theſe will. ever prove greater Enemies to the Re 
"= of its Ti ruths, than all rho! you c 4 2 


BUT as 7 5000 e as charitably of 4 
Mankind as can judge reaſonable, I think it 
proper to declare my Belief,” that the Advocates | 
for Revelation, ꝛcho thus prove its Enemies, are 


wir hou? Deſign or View" of injuring it; and that, 


of they had foreſeen that Ho 4 0 Mar hex | 
Fney ae F Vong ly aye 


attended ther Works, 
reſſed them. 


"ON the other Hand, Fanwlbrbapey Shane thu 


of God, and would throw off their Former Pre- 
judices, and gladly embrace 1 Dictates, if ir 


was but put inte u true Light,'and freed from N 
He ech it bas bees . . 


thoſe thick. Fugs and Miſts 
W by falſe Interpretations.” 
IND as am perſuaded Haar: the Merhids; 


I bare purſurd, are built upon fm Foundations, * 
fo this, or any of © the Attempts aubieb I have 


male, or may hereafter make, I fall, in humble 


Sincerity, commit to the World; as my Bet * 1 | 


ment, and only auf wy n Such 3, ed D 
ö bein Trane." £ 15 2 


* : 4 
4 4 
| 25 * 
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; [ HRISTIAN PHI LOSOPHE * 


The INTRODUCTION: 


. is univerſally agreed; that the 

Divine and Neceſſary Exiſtence 
is a Being of infinite Holineſs, 
Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, &c. 
but it. is as variouſly diſputed, 
| wherein theſe Attributes of the. 

vine Nature do conſiſt; as if the common 


Nick cceptation of the Terms ſhould have a diffe- 
Mg Int Signification, when made uſe of with Ap- 
% ation to God, to what we conceive of them, 
hls en we uſe them with reſpect to ourſelyes. 

LN Bur to what Purpoſe do we attribute theſe 
n Ferms to God, if it be not to communicate to 


qe another ſuch juſt Ideas of him, as we are 
4 E @pable to conceive from them? And how can 
.. theſe Terms give us other Ideas of them, than 

| C what 


- 


« 2 
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what we look _ them to ſignify, N a Jan! 
plied to ourſelyes : 5 ; Fd 


T 


V me 


Wr are, indeed, and the Dikdvantage q 
7 not finding theſe in Men to Perfection; buf ice: 
6 the more any Man arrives towards it, in thſct i 
1 common Acceptation of the Words of Hale, 1 
Fuſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy, we conceive th Man 
more worthily of him, and do not imagine ont 
that theſe Qualities can he of one Kind in ond . 
Man, and of another Kind in another; or thah a 
Authority and Power, in one Man over anoſpne 
__ can ever change Arbitrarineſs and Tyran 
y intò Juſtice, Goodneſs, Mercy, &c. but II 
on Sora, other Hand, that Cruelty, ſupported bygguſt, 
the — Power, is only more intolerable. - 
By T, where Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy OC 
are joined to Power, they are always accounts xoly 
ed, amongſt us, to be the moſt God-like a) Div 


lifications. | wa 
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Bur, as it cannot be expected, that any 
Man can arrive to Perfection, in this State, ſd 
the greateſt Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy off 
the beſt Men can only give us ſome faint Re- 
ſemblance of thoſe Attributes, which muſt@ 
ſhine} in the utmoſt Perfection in God, : 
the 

AnD, though our Conceptions cannot reach P. 
the Perfections of them in God, ſince God's 
Perfections repel our Ideas, yet their Nature fs 
can : an 
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en 1 tan never be changed to Nn our Con- 
| N of them. 84. 


axe I Taz very Nature of Goodneſs 3 Joſ. 
20 ice and Mercy ; for, if a Man is obſerved to 
ct in a Manner agreeable to Equity and Mer- 
ine „ he e gains the 8 of a good 
ve thi an: or can the infinite Juſtice of God be 
agines 8 ontrary to his concomitant Attributes of Love 
in on ind Mercy, &c. which always concentre one 
r tha another, and may be wh e 15 
danone another, N 
Tyran. 


but Ir, then, he] 18 good, ho 15 merciful 
ted buſt, and, becauſe Juſt and merciful, he is ho- 
ble. y and good 3 then he, that is perfectly one, is 

perfectly all; ſo that he, that is abſolutely 
ſercy f ood, ir be abſolutely merciful, juſt, and 
dount holy; and, as theſe ſhine in Perfection in the 
Qua Divine - Eflence, though they dazzle and con- 
found our diſcerning Powers, yet this can ne- 
Fer contradict our Conceptions of them, 220111 


4 


t any | 
te, ſo Wa then, give God theſe Titles 
cy of his real Attributes, and yet maintain Doc+ 


it Re- 
muſt 6 


ines (as they pretend, from his Revealed Will! 
dntrary to Men's Apprehenſions of theſe At- 
fibutes, ſeem” only to compliment him with 

the Titles, while, by their Doctrineg, they de- 
reach By: him the very Eſſence of them, by repre- 
God's Fnting him (as ſome do, and many have done) 
Jature s an Arbitrary Being, and an Almighty Ty- 
canÞnt : Still, I fay, giving him theſe Epithets as 


V2 | Compli- 
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Compliments, while, by their Interpretations | ha 
of his Revealed Will, it is plain, they would pr 
repreſent his Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy, trac 
as quite * from our Conception of ny 
ä them. 1 De 5 
| ; b > 
Bor fuch Tierprotations, that carry along 4 
with them any ContradiQtions to our Concep- 4 
tions of theſe Attributes, muſt be falſe ; ſinee 
no Declarations of God's Will to us, nor any L 
Decree, Purpoſe, or Foreknowledge in God, 
can ever be contradictory to his own Attributes, 
ele Conceptions of them, when juſtly regu-· 
. | 


* 


HxNeE ſome Men, from theſe wreſted In. En 
terpretations, who have not ſearched into the 4 
true and genuine Meaning of theſe — 
ſented Texts, but relying on the Judgment of 
theſe Interpreters, if they have not been drawni 
into the Current of the Error, they have ſome- 0. 
times, to ſhun it, denied che Scriptures to be 
the Revealed Will of God to Mankind; be. 
cauſe they have from thence imagined, chat 
the Scriptures both contradicted themſelves and Di 
the Attributes of God. N re 
I ane 

Tre Conſequences of which Errors emuſi eee 
be very pernicious; iince the one leads Men to * Wi. 
wrong Notions of God and Religion, and the 2 ( 
other to a Diſregard of His ſacred Laws and Ur 
holy Inſtitutions; and ought therefore to be the 
_ Equally avoided, by a proper Care to W ter 
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unt hat no ſuch wreſted Interpretations be made, 
vould pr received, that carry along with them Con- 
ercy,{tradictions to the Divine Attributes; nor that 
1s off any! Part of the Scriptures be acknowledged to 
: de truly interpreted, or tranſlated, that cannat 
| e made appear to be agreeable thereunto. 


FS + 
ncep- þ Ta E Scriptures, which avs received as Ca- 
Gee + onical, we may obſerve, conſiſt of Hiſtory, 


aws, and Precepts, as neceſſarily interwoven 
with another, the Hiſtorical Accounts 
nel thereof having a cloſe Connection with the 
regu-l Laws and Precepts therein contained : 'The 
Laws and Precepts are ſo Divine, and calcu- 
| Flated for the Good of Mankind, that even the 
d In. Enemies of Revelation have confeſs d them to 
) the] be the beſt Scheme of Laws in the whole 
epre-} World; and I cannot ſee, how they can deny 
nt of the Inference neceſſarily flowing Noth thence, 
drawn That they muſt therefore be more than 2 
ſome- Cnpoſures. 

to be : 

; be. AND as it was neceſſary, that the C 

"that * of the Scriptures ſhould be affiſted by ths 
s and Divine Spirit, in laying down ſuch Laws and 
Precepts, that ſhould bring us to Happineſs; 
and as the Hiſtory of the Creation, and ſuc- 
mud! eeeding Changes, muſt neceffarily be mixed 
with theſe Laws and Precepts, having fo cloſe 


q any 


I 
"7 
q x 


en to 
2 Connection one with another, to 158 to our 
| and Underſtandings the Reaſon of Things; ; fo, in 
©. be the Hiſtorical Parts thereof, as far as the Wri- 

e. ters of them were either perſonally acquainted 


that with 
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able Men may be ſafficiently guarded -againſt | 


furniſhed, from either Hiſtory or Tradition, | 


22 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
with the Tranſactions, they wrote about, or Loc, 
had the Hiſtories by them, of the Times and 


Things, of which they wrote, there was, per- bein 
haps, not always a Neceſſity of any other In- 185 


ſpiration, than a Fidelity above Temptation; 
and it is therefore very reaſonable to believe, 
that many of the Hiſtorical Accounts, we bare 
in the Bible, were wrote without any imme- 


| diate Revelation from God, and were intended, I. 
by the Writers, to incite our Imitation of vir- | 'Y | 
tuous Actions, and 1 to caution us againſt, viei⸗ Thc 
QUS dnes. {ES 1 VV = | 

= 
9 — are to diſtinguiſh 1 in N 25 


the Scriptures, between Precepts and mere Re- = 
lations ; and, even with Regard to Precepts, e 
St. Paul has; in the Seventh Chapter of his 


Firſt Epiſtle: to the Corinthians, ; taught us not 


to confound the Divine Commands with his Tr 
private Judgment; and, where there can ariſe fo. 
any Difficulty, let us take Care to obſerve the 
aforeſaid Rules, and then, I think, all reaſon- * Tor 


falling into Errors: by falſe Interpretations - of 

the Scriptures, and may neui e W 

Divine Authgrity, Remy ntl 
| Tis very ere that Moſes mould wi 


with the Accounts, which he has given us, of 
the Creation, and antediluvian World; but that 


are 
he wrote it from Inſpiration, or a Revelation R 


from God, is not only probable from his rd | 
0 
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— 4 of other Helps, but alſo from the Conciſeneſs, 
a and yet F ulneſs, of the Hiſtory itſelf; which 
In clearly ſets forth te Divine Wiſdom, Power, and. 

n Goodbef of God, in his Works of Creation 


7 and Redemption, which could not be diſco- 
Wes vered to us, but vy God himſelf. 


"ave : 

we 9 D, that his Accounts 3 * cor- 
ed, reſpond to what becomes the Dignity of the 
VAL Divine Attributes, I hope to make appear, in 


6 1 the following Diſcourſes : In which I ſhall, 


\ JF I. Suzw God's End and Deſign | in Cre- 
bas ating Man; and why God did not create Man 
o, that he could not fall; or why God, fore- 
51 i ſeeing that Man would fall, did * create him. 


{AF 1 I. I HALL 3 by and Eve's 
| Tranſgreſſion, with their Humility and Shame 
s for it; and God's Promiſe to redeem them, and 
the Ito miſe them and their Poſterity to a Capacity 

ſof greater Advantages, than they enjoyed in 
their Fit. | 


III. ISN ALL conſider, why the Re 
9 pf this Redemption has never yet been fully 
made known to ſuch of Adam's Poſterity, who 


abe had, by Succeſſions of Generations, loſt the 

"i Accounts of it, for Want of true Tradition ; 

$3 -| nd ſhew, that, notwithſtanding that, they 
at are (till under the Influences of the Benefits 15 

tion | {Redemprion 1 

Vant ä VI 5 
i 


S EC. 
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that Man could thereby render his Creator the 


nite Goodneſs to Man himſelf, excluſive of 


l 


Of the Creation of Man. 


" HE End and Deſign of God's Creating 0 | 5 


Man was, to ſerve and obey him; not 


more happy, by his Service and Obedience, or f 


make the leaſt Addition to his abſolute Pera 
fections. | SE .- 


THE Creation of Man ruſt, then A be att N AN 
Act, not only of almighty Power, but of infi- “ 


any Views in the great Creator to advance his! 
own Happineſs, which can neither admit of 
Addition, nor Diminution. 


Tax1s muſt be plain, eaſy, and natural to 
conceive, and is the very Voice both of Rea- | 
Ton and Scripture, that the Perfections and | 
Happineſs of our great Creator are neceſſarily 
incapable of Increaſe, and cannot poſſibly be 
added to, by any Acts of created Beings. }! 


AND as no Acts of Duty and Obedience, ” 
from his Creatures, can poſſibly add any Thing 
to his Happineſs ; ſo neither can any Acts of i 
Sin; or Difobedience, ſubtract any Thing from 
it, he for ever remaining unchangeable. '| 
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As, then, there can be nothing added ta 
r Creator's infinite Perfections, and therefore, 
the Creation of Man, he could have no 
News of advaneing himſelf, it muſt neceſſarily 


low, that God's End and Deſign, in cre- 


tirg Ws Man, was to make him a Being, on whom 
not might beſtow Happineſs, and communicate. 
- the Wh of his Perfections to him, that he ſhould 
. or qualified to receive; and that Man ſhould 
Pers by ſuch Communications, made happy in 


W Creator. 


e a JAND, as this was certainly the original End 
ink. | Man's Creation, therefore God endued him 


e of th Reaſon and Intelligence, above the reſt of 
- his # Fellow-creatures, and committed the Care, 


H Management, and Government of them 
Fhis Truſt ; on the wiſe Conduct of which, 
Wether with his Allegiance and Duty to his 


U to Fator, in one particular Inſtance, in which 
Rea. d required his Obedience, depended the 
and Intinuance of him and his Poſterity in origi- 
arily 6 Purity and Happineſs. 15 


OR, as he was created a reaſonable Being, 
e muſt neceſſarily be endued with ſuch a Will, 


* ould enable him to chuſe his own Actions, 
hing 9 rwiſe he could not be a reaſonable Crea. 


from y joined, ſo that, where the one is, the 6- 


gt will imply FVrrationality and perfect Ma- 
As; ] | — chinery » | 
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W chinery ; and whatever ſo acts, can never lor, 
„ accountable for its Actions, or be rewarded, rea 
Wi puniſhed for them, by a Judge of infinite Jul ein 
W ſiice and Equity. act 
5 d 
| i Now it appearing, as above obſerved, thu: 
l i God's þ of Man muſt be an Act of i i fi 
| b finite Goodneſs, and that he could not creallf ul 
„ him a reaſonable Being, but muſt therel8 
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| make him a Free-agent, and that therefore 

| wauld be in his Power either to obey, or dil 
| | bey his Creator, it will then neceffarily appel 
11188 

| 


reaſonable, that his Obedience, or Diſobed 
. ence, would either recommend him to his Cri 
_- ator's Favour, or lay him open to his Puniſſ 
Wl ment: For, as his Acts muſt be Acts of h 
own Chuſing, he muſt deſerve either Rewar 
or Puniſhment, according to his Obedience, ( 
Diſobedience to the Command of his Creatd 
who had given him ſeaſonable Cautions af 
Commands to refrain the Evil of Sin, and ſufil 
oh ciently warned him, what the Conſequences | N 
3 Diſobedience would be; and it will then nf 


—— WR. 
- 


— 


— 


— 
— — 
oem anne Ee re ie ines en 140 n 
>> — . 
Ks a > 


= 
— 


13 — 


— 

hey — * 

- 2 * 
2 


ceſſarily follow, that his Acts, whether of MM 
Wl bedience or Diſobedience, could only affect hinWth 
8 ſelf, the Subjects which he was made GoveWhi 
in nor of, and his Poſterity, of which he ſhouM 8 
i i | become the Father; both of which muſt haiti 


their Tranquillity dependent, in a great Mea 1 
ſure, upon the wiſe Conduct and well Gap 
vernment of their Prince and Father. 7 


Bur hereby can no Change ariſe in his C 


aro 25 
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For, whether this Man obey, or diſobey ; his 
Ereator has acted as an infinitely wiſe and good 
Wcing, in creating him with the Powers and 
Faculties of Intelligence, Reaſon, and Wiſdom; 
nd giving him ſufficient Strength to have con- 


J, thWnued in that State of Purity, in which he had 
of ir firſt created him: And for any Man to find 
- creaFhult with God, becauſe he did not create 
herelMWan fo, that he could not poſſibly fall from his 
fore Wit Purity, is juſt the ſame; as to blame God 
Yr diſ@þat he endued him with Reaſon, and thereby 
appeWade it poſſible for him either to obey; or diſ= 
ſobed@Þþey ; which Acts being in his own Power and 
1is CrEhoice, he muſt neceſſarily do the one, or the 
Puniſher ; and, although God may be allowed to 
of Wreſee what Man would do in this Caſe; yet 
LewarGod's Foreſight thereof did not in the leaſt lay 
nce, My Conſtraint upon his Actions; but Man's 
Oreatq Vill was as free and unconſtrained, as if God 
Ins aid not at all foreſee how he would act. 
1d ſuf 
ences ¶ Ir God's Foreſight had been the - Occalior 
hen n his Actions; Man could, then, only have been 
r of M Machine, actuated only by God's Foreſight, 
& hin the Spring that puts the Machine in Motion, 
GoveWhich was confined ſo to act, as that it was im- 
- ſhouÞſlible it ſhould act otherwiſe : But if ſo, what 
1ſt halen becomes of Man's Reaſon ? Does he not 
it Mcallwer the End and Deſign of his Creation? 


ell 61 what ſhall he be blamed; or commended? 
For what ſhall he either be rewarded, or rus 

1 2 ? 
his Cre 38: 
ato 8 


5 2 Ix 


= 


7 


| does, he anſwers the End of his Maker, who 


able to keep; 


beyed? 


ledge of all Things, all Things to him beine 
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| the 


It he is under a Neceſſity of acting as hel ay 


gave him that Neceſſity of acting: And ſhall 
a juſt Being create any Beings, capable of Re- hi 
wards and Puniſhments from their Obedience, n- 


or Diſobedience, and yet enjoin them ſuch® Inc 


Laws, which he never intends they ſhall beWpp 
but that, by his Foreknowledgefl " 
that they will not keep them, they ſhall be diſc 
abled from Obedience, and yet, for Diſobedi- 
ence, they ſhall be under the ſame Puniſhment," 
as if it had been in their own Power to have o- * 

dre 
_@nſ 

Titts appears ridiculous, monſtrous, and®bſ 
abſurd to imagine of the Supreme Creator, and 
very much beneath the Dignity of the Divinel 
Being: His Foreſight of our Actions, then, 
can never be the > Occaſion of them, But our ey 
Actions the Occaſion of his Foreſight. His nd 
Foreſight, as we call it (to bring it within theÞ ac 
Compaſs of our Conceptions) is no more, inWnt 
the Almighty Creator, than a preſent Know- 


F 


CC 
cc 


preſent; and therefore all our Actions are? 
. to him at one View, as they have 

n, are, or will be tranſacted; for the very 1 
ſame Reaſon that they have been, are, or will be Hr 
tranſacted by our own Wills, and Power of A, | 
Free-agency, and not by any compulſive Force R 
from his Foreknowledge, any more than what 


we may properly call our Forcknowledge =f pn 
- 
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te Succeflion of the Seaſons, the Returns of 
he ay and Night, the Lengthening and Shorten- 
g of the Days, the Configurations of the Pla- 
ts, and the Eclipſes of the Luminaries ; all 
hich we can foreſee, .or foreknow, and do 
2 naturally expect : Yet our Foreſight of them 
not in the leaſt the Occaſion that they do fo 
all beWppen, nor lays the leaſt Conſtraint upon them 
ledge$ to fall out; but, becauſe they will ſo hap= 
e diſcgtn, it is, that therefore we foreſee that they 
bedi-J ill fo ſucceed. N 
ment, 
ve O- IT may be replied, That theſe Things are 
Preſeen by us, becauſe they are ſettled in the 
ynſtant Laws of Nature, which, by continued 
and bſervations, have been found to keep regular 
and ind eſtabliſhed Laws; and that, by a repeated 
Divine ucceſſion of their orderly Revolutions, it is 
then, iſcovered that they act by certain Rules, which 
© 0 Mey cannot, of themſelves, ever deviate from; 3 
His ind as they have acted, and do ſtill ſo continue 
n the b act, therefore we foreſee, how they will ſtill 
e, in ontinue to ſucceed. | 
1 Tn EN it is not our Foreſight, that occa- 
ns them ſo to act; but the Laws which they 


have M under, that produce our Foreſight; and ſo 
very Mis the ſame, as is before obſerved, of God's 
ill be reſight, that it is not, becauſe he foreſces our 


er of Actions, that lays any Conſtraint upon us; but 
Torce Becauſe, by our own free Wills, we? will act, he 
what i breknows our Actions, if we may ſo term it, 
e of þ make it «mas to our Apprehenſion. 
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made him a reaſonable Creature, that he would 
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For if we can foreſee T hings, in the com- Ef 
mon Courſe of Nature, that will certainly come "up 
to paſs amongſt the inanimate Globes of the U- her 
niverſe, may we not allow the infinite Being is 


and Almighty Creator, of both them and us, 


to be poſſeſſed of all the Knowledge of Things 11 
paſt, preſent, and to come, even at one, al- f 
ways, preſent View? And, if our Cowledge 
can reach the Foreſight of the common Confi- 
rations and Appearances of the inanimate . 
Globes of our Syſtem, and yet be no Cauſe, or % 
Occaſion of the Configurations and Appea- ; 
rances; then how ſhall it be thought unrea- mi 
fonable, that God ſhould foreſee all the Tranſ- 5 
actions of the rational Part alſo of his Crea- 
tion, when directed by Reaſon, without their 
being under ay Conſtraint, or Neceſſity of 
acting, becauſe he foreſees how they will act, 
as well as we foreſee the Succeſſions of Sea- od 
ſons, &c. which are under no Neceſſity of their 
conſtant Revolutions, from our Foreknow-} 
ledge of them? | 


Ir, then, God Cain all che- Tranſactions % 
of his Creatures, he muſt neceſſarily foreſee, Mi 
when he created Alam in a State of Parity, and 


certainly f fall from his firſt Parity „ in which he 


Ir any Mari ſhall ask, Why God, forefce- fi 
1 chat the Man, he would create, would cer- Ir 
in 9 
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FI Kioly fall from his firſt Purity, and plunge him- 
com- elf, his Subjects, and Poſterity into Vanity, 


come "ap" ſubject them to Miſery and Slavery; why 
ae U- herefore this Foreſight did not reſtrain God in 
ras his Deſign of creating him ? I anſwer : 

us, | | 


hing IA perſuaded, and fully believe, that this 

, al- oreſight would certainly have induced his Cre- 
ledge Ator to have with-held his Hand in the Creation 
onfi- pf Adam, fince he could have no further Views, 

mate in the Creation of him, than to make him and 
©, or all his Poſterity capable of being happy, had he 
Ppea- not likewiſe foreſeen Adam's Shin and Hu- 
nrea= mility (of which in the next Section) that there- 
ranſ- by he would render himſelf an Object of his 


Crea- Mercy, and thereupon likewiſe fully intended 


their and determined, by an Act of infinite Love and 

y of | ercy, to redeem him and his Poſterity, and 
act, to reſtore them to the moſt valuable Means of 
Sea- 1 


Reconciliatian; upon which it would be in the 


their Choice of every one of Adam's Deſcendants to 


10W= accept the Means of Grace, and Opportunity 
of Mercy, to be communicated to them by an 

Jinward Light in the promiſed Seed of the Mo- 
tions nan, FESUS CHRIST, to guide and 
elec, direct them in the Choice of their Actions, by 
| and | which they ſhould ſtand, or fall, in the Judg- 
ould } ment of their own Conſciences. 

h he Dh | 

; An D, | though all Adam's Poſterity are, by 
is T ranſgreſſion, ſubjected to manifold Evils 
eſee- 3 in this Life, and to Death itſelf; yet the glo- 
ger - Yrious and infinitely wonderful Redemption; by 
ainly © ; JI 


— — I 
— — . et > Lo and 


ä—ͤ—2—G— m— — — —— — 


to an Obedience to that ſecond Covenant and 
Diſpeniation of Mercy, are vaſtly greater than 


A] OW God had created Adam in a State 


radiſe (for the whole Earth, at that Time, was 
capable of being a Paradiſe, or Place of Delights 


lights of the bodily Senſes, as far as the Capa- 


were in themſelves, for the Increaſe and Mul- 


tiplication of their Kinds, to repleniſh the Earth, 
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Feſus Chriſt, has placed all his Poſterity in 3 
Condition of more than equal Happineſs with 
Adam in his Purity, ſince the Promiſes, made 


j ul 


the Promiſes, made to Adam's Obedience, 
were. | Ws, + 


f LECT - 
Of Man's Tranſgreſſion, and Redemp-} A 


tion. | 


of Innocence and Purity, and placed 
him on the Earth, which was then called Pa- 


and Pleaſures) notwithſtanding he could be pla- 
ced but upon one Part of the Globe, and where 
he was placed, was called The Garden of Eden ; | 
which Garden abounded with all Things, that 
could yield the Pleafures of Life, in all the De- 


cities of our firſt Parents could wiſh for, or de- 
fire, in the State and Condition, they were 
created in : And likewiſe the Trees and Herbs 
of the Garden were fo created, that their Seeds 


— 
© 
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8 


PP 

Ws 

"mw I 
A * þ 
* 1 7 
8 


Te Chriſtian Philoſopher. 22 


. & the Inhabitants thereof ſhould incteaſe and 
mn 4 ultiply to repleniſh it; who might remove 
with id plant whatever ſeemed moſt agreeable to 
made hem; which ſeems to be all they were to be 


t and ployed in, by their Orders to dreſs the Gar- 


than 


man en, or to ſee to order the Increaſe of the Trees 
ience, d Herbs, that produced the Fruits, from 
Which their Pleaſures and Satisfactions were to 


44 £4 
Fo 


1 iſe. 

Ax now, as our firſt Parents were placed 
this Garden, there was Plenty of all neceſſa- 
iy Proviſions, which could give them either 
A Neaſure, or Satisfaction; and nothing therein 
mp Fas denied them, that could afford either. 


4 Bu r there was one Fruit only, amongſt the 


2 hen reſt, that was of ſuch a poiſonous Quality, 
. ' Wat, if they ſhould eat of that Fruit, their Fa- 
| — @ltics would be affected, and their Immorta- 
, Pon Ity would ceaſe ; of this only, God commanded 
- 0 them, that they ſhould not eat, plainly telling 
Pla- Sem the Conſequence, that, In the Day, they 


4 @* thereof, they ſhould ſurely die, or become 


that N 2 : 
=—_ ; AnD the very Nature of a tational Crea- 
A tire implies a Being, that ought to have ſome 


Aw, or Laws, to be governed by; becauſe 
N 7 8 ls 9 
Were the Happineſs of rational Creatures muſt con- 


3 fiſt in their Conformity and Obedience to the 


Mul. Le ws of juſt Government, which always im- 
ul Plies Rewards to the 
arth, M a | 


as 


Obedient ; but, where 
— there 
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there is no Law, there is no Government, and e 
inſtead of Happineſs, Confuſion will ariſe, W 4 
Now our firſt Parents did not long contenſſpd 
themſelves with the Enjoyment of all Thing" 
allowed, and that ſuited only with their pre 
ſent Pleaſure and Happineſs, but tranſgreſſed e. 
the Commandment given them, by eating 
the pernicious Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge 1 
| ' Na 
Bur it is obſervable, as ſoon as they had 
tranſgreſſed the Commandment given theme 
though, before, they had flattered themſelveyP” 
with not only eſcaping the Puniſhment threa el 

tened, but alſo to become as Gods in Know. 
ledge, that they quickly found themſelves miſy 8 
taken, and impoſed on by a ſubtle Enemy, and 
acknowledged their Shame, and Inability tt. 
vindicate their Proceedings to their Maker; an 
therefore, inſtead of pleading their Innocence it 
or defending their Act of Diſobedience, they 14 
immediately upon being charged with the Fat” 
own their Nakedneſs, and plead guilty, ande 
acknowledge their own Inſufficiency to ſtand i 
in Judgment againſt their Maker's juſt Accuſag” 
tions, and therefore throw themſelves at his 1 
Foot-ſteol, to be dealt with in Juſtice accord. 
ing to their Deſerts, if Mercy, which they 
could not preſume to ask, could not be grante( iwe 
by a free Act of infinite Love and Goodneſs, 5 
_ Fox it may be obſerved, that Adam and 5 


Eve, upon their Tranſgreſſion, immediately dil 
| | — cover ed, E * 


EG.» 
% 
Wh 


- 4 | 
*. 3 ve. 
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t, and * cred, and owned their Nakedneſs, which 
- Is, perhaps, of two Kinds, both of Body 
$4 Soul; and that the Nakedneſs of their 
pdies they ſeek to conceal, by 8 
emſelves with Aprons made of Fig-leaves ; 
bt the Nakedneſs of their Souls they found 
mſelves unable to coyer, being Toles of 
| Robes of Innocence and Righteouſneſs, 
edge d ſo become deprived of the Image of their 
Waker ; upon which Account they ſought to 
ey nad e from his Preſence, as being unable to an- 


them! er to the Charge of Guilt, which, their 
nſelve nſciences told them, had to 0 lay 10 


thread Wen, 


8 oy So that, when they heard the Voice of 
y, an od in the Garden, they found themſelves 
lity tale f- condemned, and ſaw the Nakedneſs both 
er; and their bodily and ſpiritual Condition; and, 
>cenceMitcad of diſputing by their natural Strength 

they Reaſon, and Arguments from their neu- ac- 
ge Faaf red Knowledge, to make a Vindication of 
„ and eir Act of Diſobedience , they anſwer to God's 
» ſtand nquir Ys Adam, Where art thou? as if, in 
\ccuſaÞ" Way of ſpeaking, God had faid : Adam, 
at hi Pat. is the Reaſon thou endeavoureſt to e- 
\ccord.Wp< from my Preſence, which uſually gave 
4 che ce 5 moſt delightful Satisfaction? In An- 
rrante ſy ter to which, being Thunder-ſtruck at the 
lk. Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, Adam, trembling, 
an wered: I heard thy Vai oice in "the Garden ; 


"1 and pd I was afraid, becauſe T was nated, and # 
ely dil 4 ell. As if he had ſaid: When 1 hear d 


oyered, E 2 thy 


donten 
Thing 
ir pre 
or eſſe 


eating 
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thy Voice in the Garden, I found in my £ 
an Unfitneſs to appear in thy Preſence, ai i 
could not preſume to ſtand before thee, Dan fc 
cauſe I was naked, or had loſt thoſe innocei ſol 
Qualifications, that uſed to be the Ornamentſab 
that rendered me fit for thy Appearance; ha ve 
therefore I fled to hide myſelt - Cc 
Tuus, in Anſwer to the Queſtion, G4 2 
put to Adam, when he enquired where I Du! 
was, Adam's Anſwer not only ſhewed a Coli - fil 
ſciouſneſs of his Guilt, and an Acknowled@ 3h 
ment of it, in his Confeſſion of Nakedne\We! 
but alſo his Deſire to flee from the PuniſhmeW u 
of it, by hiding himſelf, as not being abl\Wp 
nor having any Preſumption, to plead fx, 
himſelt, 3 | al a EY 
Hur 
' THEREFORE, when God put the nei 
Query, ---- Who told thee, that thou waſt nil 
red? Haſt thou eaten of the T; ree, whereof | 
commanded, that thou ſhouldſt not eat? Ada 
openly owned the Fact, and, in the lowef a 
Submiſſion, confeſſed, that *he Woman, Ea! 
gave him, had given it to him, and he did ea 
which Fact Eve likewiſe, in the humble 
Manner, confeſſed ſhe was guilty of, — 
her being beguiled by the Serpent. 


by 


: 


So that they both owned the Fact, upo of 
the firſt Charge, and confeſſed themſelves na 4 
ked, and not fit to appear in his Preſence 
and that their Nakedneſs was the Reaſon of 


th 
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my ir Endeavour to hide themſelves from it: 
ce, ai if they had ſaid, in our Language, We 
ee, balinfeſs, that we have committed the Sin of 
innoceſ ſſobedience to thy juſt Command, and are 
amen able to vindicate, or excuſe ourſelves ; nor 
Ce ; 7 hy ve any Thing to alledge in our own De- 


Ice, in ſuffering ourſelves to have the Per- 
fon, or Suggeſtions, of a Creature to o- 
n, 04 L. ballance the Commands of thee our moſt 
here f Wuntiful and benevolent Creator; but do 
| a Cofiſfd, that we are hereby become naked, and 
owled ſſtitute of thoſe Robes of Innocence and 
kedneWghteouſneſs, wherewith thou hadſt cloath- 
iſhmei us: And, as we found it a Shame alſo to 
18 ablW@pcar naked in Body, we have made our- 
ead 1 ves Aprons of Fig-leaves to cover our bo- 
Wy Nakedneſs ; but as for the Nakedneſs of 
74 abr Souls, which we endeavoured to conceal, 
he nell hiding ourſelves, we find we are altogether 
vaſt nil Pale to cover; we are guilty, and unable 
hereof flee from thy Juſtice, to which we are now 


Ada pnoxious, and therefore leave ourſelves to 
loweſſhy juſt Sentence of Death, and have not the 

aan, Walt Claim to preſume upon thy Mercy. 

did ea 

1mbleM Tr1s Shame and Humility of our firſt Pa- 

hroug'Wnts, who, nat perſiſting in their Error, but 


E bofefling their Nakedneſs, without preſu- 
ming to ask Mercy, but waiting the Execution 
upd! of the Sentence againſt their Diſobedience, 
ves 15 thereby (notwithſtanding the irreverſible Sen- 
ſence nce of Mortality, which fell upon them and 
fon of®verr Poſterity) brought do wa the Divine 


the Grant 


made this humble Acknowledgement of youl 


alſo ſuffer 1 m your Stead ; whereby you ſh: 1 1 


| taina Rejurrettion to Life, and be made 


able c. al 
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Grant of infinite Mercy and Love, to be ere * 
bited to them and all their Poſterity, in ti 
molt revi ving Promiſe of a Redeemer to cory 
of the Seed of the NM. oman, to * the S 


pen $ Head. e Ne 


5 
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In 


Shame and Nakedneſs, and have not, 1 1 
preſuming to vindicate your Diſobediend 
turned it to Rebellion, but have intirely dil 
approved of your Act; I will again cloath yo 
with my. Son's Ri ghteouſneſ, whom I w. 
cauſe, in Fulneſs of Time, to be made H 
of the Seed of the Woman ; who will perfor 
the Law of R ghteouſneſs for you (which yl 
now with you had continued in) and he ſhalyj 


' Warcn Promiſe of God to our firſt r% 
rents may be thus paraphraſed : Since ye hay 


* 


again be reſtored tO a 3 ant of Mercy, ot 


pable to enjoy an Happy Immortality. AnWhe 
in Confirmation that I will thus cover youllis 
ſpiritual Nakedneſs, behold, I have mad 

you Coats of Skins, to cover your bodily Nat 


Lease alſo. 


x 


AxD now I cannot paſs without a ſeaſonal 


as 
BrnoLD the Force and Efficacy of Hudar 
m_ Ss and : Sorrow for Sin Whenthe 


bowed 
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be 92 ed to raiſe and exalt the Lowly, and to 
Bach: = 2 Way and Means for Mercy] Mercy! 
_ 84 Of which we are all born Heirs, as well 
= We became Heirs of the Death of Adam 
our promiſed Redeemer hath taken away 
Sting of Death, triumphed over the Grave, 


PE ty opened a Door of Salvation to all that o- 
ve hal him. | 


A 1 
* op 
edien P 
C 4 

and App 


rely dil 


CORKOLLARY 


ath 5 F any ſhall think the Yoke of CHRIST 
I wif heavy, and his Task hard, who requires 


de Flt we ſhould die to the World and live un- 
perfor Cod, and mind the World only for a 
ich yd mon Support, as a Traveller does his Inn; 
he ſhah W fet our Hearts upon the Treaſures of 
u ſhaven, purchaſed and laid up for us by him 
cy, ofthe Concluſion of our Journey: I fay, if 
ade a ſhall think this too hard a Task, and ſhall 
Anq; her chuſe to take up with the Affairs of 
er you Life for his ultimate Good and chief Hap- 
* madgſfeſs ; let him not blame Adam, becauſe he 
ly Natit leave this World, fince he has been in- 
ed by Chriſt, either inwardly, or outward- 
W or both, to accept of ten Thouſand Times 
ſcaſfonaWire valuable Treaſures, and on Terms as 
to be complied with and obeyed, ſo far 
aß will by him be accepted, as it was for A 
f Hudgy to have kept the Law given to him; 
Whenwerefore wiſh not thou hadſt been Adam, to 
5 arWve kept his Law, ſince thou haſt a Law 
—. — f 


given 


* 
- — - — no _ F — A. 3 24944 — * * * 4 
* = ooh; 2 og — — 1 — * 
4 — „ S + _— >= — —— a * > 
—— — — —— — — 3 — 
„ — 4 1 — — 
7 4: _ » * — — 5 — — 2 
9 — - 0 4 — <pts.4 a » — - — — — — — 
2 — i _ — — — 
_— - — * — — — 


8 — 
5 a — * 
bo — — — 1 
2 - . " — —̃ rä . — 
— 
= — — — 
— — — 
= 
— - — —_ 
* — 
* 
” 


ſpect of far better Rewards. L 


1 T is before obſerved, that, as all Adai 


this Redemption, or not. 


of JesUs CHRIST, that gives every Man 
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pe thee, which thou art as capable of ke 


ing, as thou wouldſt have been to have K F 


el 
e 


the Law given to Adam, and from the (j 
fervation of which thou haſt a certain P b 


{ 


$0: kt. 


Of the Univerſal Redemption 4 8 
CHRIST. . 
| 
Wo! 
Poſterity are, through his Tranſgreſſio n 
born Heirs of Death, ſo, by the Merits K 
CHRIST's Obedience, Death, and R 
ſurrection, they are alſo born Heirs to thi 


Redemption, which he purchaſed for all, wiliſh* 


do not wilfully ſell, or forfeit their Birth. 


rights, whether they enjoy the Revelation =. 


For, where the Revelation thereof has nd : 
yet reached, it can only be expected, thall 
ſuch of Adam's Poſterity be ſubject to thi 5 
Law of Reafon and natural Religion; and 


though they are aſſiſted by that inward Ligh 7 


that comes into the World, a Choice in th. 
Regulation of his Actions, yet it can be on! 
a glimmering Light to thoſe, who want thi 
open. Declarations of CHRIST 8 

| and 


. 
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nd Purpoſes to them, compared with what 
the © enjoy, that have the Advantages from Re- 
ain Pf lation, and that thankfully embrace it; for 
e have the Opportunity of Information, and 
Inprovements in the Knowledge of the Will 
our bleſſed Lord, being aſſured of his good 
| Hou and Purpoſes to bring all; that = 
1 3 m, to a bleſſed Reſurrection and Immorta- 


[ WY q 
Ir, then, it be a Blefing to have the Be- 


of 
% 4 


of Me 


ave K 


_ Efits of God' s Will revealed to us; as it cer- 
4 "oy is to all who will truly nber 1 
5 | it ſhould be asked, Wherefore then hath 
Ada t God thus extenſively revealed it to the 
4 hole World; which he could equally have 
crits Bone, if he had ſeen it needful, being infinite 
nd i Power and Goodneſs ; yet, notwithſtand- 
ll : dg, do we not ſee, that, though we enjoy this 
. Io leſſed Light, there are Multitudes of others 
the World; that do not diſcern it, and have 
ation % o other Guide, than the Religion of Na- 
5 1 re? If, then, ſuch Revelation was ne- 
* eſſary for the Well-being of Mankind, why 
a as nd des not God, for the Good of his Creatures, 
$47 che tend this Revelation through the whole 
5 thi arth ? I anſwer: 
Ls and ns 
1 Ligh 3 8 THERE is no he, but God can tell 
7 Many b "Ihe how, and where, and when, and in what 
in thy Hegree to reveal e to his Creatures, 
de only Ehether inwardly or outwardly ; and though 
nl Ul good Men defire, that the fame Light, 


F 5 the 
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they enjoy, might be equally enjoyed and 

made a good Uſe of by all, yet they may reſt 
ſatisfied with God's Providential Care, and 
remember, that his Proceedings are not to be 
cenfured : So that every one ought to reſt _>_ | 

tisfied in doing his beſt Endeavours to be obe- 

dient to God, and uſeful to Mankind, and 
truſt that God will raiſe Inſtruments for ſuch | 
Purpoſes, when it ſhall be better to make his 
Will known to all, than any longer to ſuffer 1 
them to remain in Ignorance. 2 


„ think, I may venture to offer one 

Reaſon, to vindicate God's Mercy and Juſtice 
in {till retaining the Light of the Gospel Re. I 
velation from ſo great a Part of the N ations * 
of the Earth. | 


Ap thisI ſhall aſſign to the Abuſes, that . 
the glorious Light of the Goſpel hath met 
with, even amongſt us of this Nation, ſo much 
bleſſed with it, and almoſt all other Nations 
Vos Chriſtendom ; when even many, eee, 
become dazzled with it, and, ſhutting 
their Eyes againft it, call for Natural, inſtead 
of Revealed Religion ; though ſuch Conduct 
diſcovers rather a Deſire of throwing off all 


Reſtraint, than of een any Law, either 
Natural or Revealed. . 
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BECA USE whoever truly adhered to Na- 
tural Religion, have always been ready to em- 
1 a Revelation ; ſince the true Senſe off 

Natural 


We Chriſtian Philoſopher. 43 
Fatural Religion always makes Men deſirous 


F being informed beyond the mere Law of 
Wature. | 


I * ONE of the greateſt of the Heathen Phi- 
5 * Een of old declared his Deſire and Ex- 
tation of a Revelation from God to Man- 
n nd, finding the Defects of all his Searches 
to Natural Religion; though he was, pro- 
bly, able to penetrate as far, as the moſt 
*Bgacious of our Modern Reaſoners, 


x er! Axb as ſuch a Revelation would certainly 
0 ave been received with great Foy and Glad- 
— = 


2 by thoſe Philoſophers, had they lived in 
e Times and Places of its Promulgation ; fo 
e find it was fo einbraced by all good and 
* Fligious Men of all Nations, and, by ſuch, 
ay as eſteemed as good Tidings of great Foy _ 
u verſal Salvation. 


Ap, did not too many, in the Chriſtian 
Fart of the World, chuſe Darkneſs rather t _ 
Fight, becauſe their "Deeds are evil, 

Would have Reaſon to hope, that the Light 


W all ' 1 Goſpel would be more * re- 


Bur r have we not too many profeſſed 
C riſtians, who openly acknowledge their Be- 
ef of Reyelation, who = luke warm, cold, 
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tion on GOD's Juſtice can we be able to 


and careleſs in their Duty, and give the Lye» 
in their Actions, to their Profeſſion and Pre- 
tenſions ? 


AND have not Examples been ever found 
of far more Force, than the greateſt Preten- 


ſions and Inſtruction without an cxemplary 
Life ? . 


Now, if we thus turn our Eyes into che 
profeſſed Chriſtian World, and behold the 
Abuſes of the Goſpel- Revelation, what Reflec- 


caſt, for ſtill retaining it from other Parts of 
the World? 


May not a Deprivation of this Light _ 
others, for whom Mercy is purchaſed, 
well as for us, give them a Deſire to be bet. 
ter informed, and raiſe in them a Thirſt after 
it, and a Willingneſs to embrace it, if they 
could 8 80 the Opportunity ? 


And may we not "rdaſcniably ſuppoſe, 
that God knows beſt how to reſcue them 
from their Ignorance and Darkneſs, whether 
in this Life, or in their Removal hence into 


a greater Light, and an happier Eſtate, than 


they could either here expect, or wiſh for? 


| AND ſhall not many of them riſe up in 
Judgment againſt all Deſpiſers and Rejecters 
of the Light, that was o ered them, in the 


Diſpen- 
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Diſpenſation of the glorious Goſpel of 
CHRIST 2 -—— Which was rejected by them 
a vain, or needleſs, either in open Profeſſion, 
as by che Deifts, and too many of their in- 
confiderate Writers; or elſe in ſecret Practice, 
2s by the Hypocrite ; or in publick Profane- 
neſs, as by thoſe given 7 to ä and De- 
b chery. 
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IT therefore concerns all true Chriſtians in 


of the Goſpel as good Tidings of great Foy, to 
endeavour to regulate their Actions by it; 
ind, if they deſire its Propagation, let them 
ive Lives worthy of Imitation, and thereby 
reform its Abuſes, where it is enjoyed ; and 
hen may we reaſonably hope, that Truth, 
nobſtructed, would be eafily diffuſed, and 
hat God would affiſt our Endeavours to ex- 


frer end it to the uttermgſt Parts of the Barth, 
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the World, who thankfully receive the Light 
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in Nature; and why do their preſent Senſes ( 
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mMONGST the Objection 
concerning our Modern Mon 
liſts, to the Scriptures, there! 
yet a common Maxim among 
them, that the Scriptures co 
tain ſeveral Myſteries abo 
our Comprehenſions; and their Reaſon d 
rects them to believe nothing, which cann 
be made demonſtrable to the Reach of the 
Capacities. 

Bo T why will they believe any Myſteri 


blige them to it; ſince all Nature, in itſe 
is ſo far myſterious to our niceſt Reaſon 
Things at preſent, that, were the Belief 
nothing to be admitted, but what we c 
comprehend and make demonſtrable, we mu 
not then believe, even, what our * Preſe 


Senſes teſtify the Truth of. 


As for Inſtance : Let them give me a f 
and clear Account, how the Animal Life 
eqaveyed- through the Modification of a 
+ ws "a | "= 


POSTICRIPE „ 
rial Body; and how that Material Body is 
ted, through the ſeveral Bones, Sinews, 
tr tcries, Veins, Muſcles, and Skin, to ad- 
WY Fit of Life, and entertain ſpiritual and imma- 
al Exiſtence ſuperior to itſelf, and thereby 
come capable of Perception, Aion, and 
tion: If they can account for this, and 
we it without a Myſtery, their Scheme 
ay, perhaps, be judged more probable. If 
ey can form and modify any Matter (of 
ich there is enough ready prepared to their 


ands) that ſhall, upon their Modification 
ereof, become perceptive, active, and ſelf- 


_—_ yeable, 1 will then acknowledge it no 
"2, yſtery above their Comprehenſions; but, 


they cannot do this, I ſhall ſtill believe it to 
ſo: And if they will ſtill believe nothing, 
Wt they cannot comprehend, let them not 
lieve, that there is any ſuch Thing, as Mat- 
ever being en.1ed with Life, or ſo modifi- 
, as that it could, from that Modification, 
eive Life, and become active: I ſay, if they 
not comprehend which Way this is effect- 
ſo as to imitate and learn to perform the 
ne, and yet will belieye no Myſteries, let 
em not believe that themſelves, or any Mat- 
whatſoever, are in Being, or have any 
iſtence, in the Manner which their Senſes . 
cover ; but that they are only ſomething 
uated by mere Notions; and that nothing 
eal, that they feel, fee, hear, ſmell, or 
e; ſo that, if you would avoid the Be- 
ing of Myſteries, as a Rock of Offence, 
. you 
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Seuſes, becauſe above your Comprehenſion, 


* 


een ennie. 
you unavoidably run upon the Diſbelief * 
your own Senſes, and lay yourſelves under: | 
Obligation to account for a greater Myſte 
the Deception of your Senſes, than you ende 
voured to avoid by not bcheving thoſe My 
teries, which are repreſented to you by ye 


Tuvus you are driven from one Myſt 
to another, and yet will believe none; yt 
muſt then, upon this Scheme, come to 
lieve that you are not at all, or that there 
not any Being at all, becauſe you find it my 
terious to comprehend the Manner of its E 
iſtence. 


.Yob: muſt; then, be forced to retire fro 
this Shelter, becauſe it will afford you no R 
fuge ; ſince you cannot account how No 
Realities can ever raiſe Ideal Fancies of ſu 
Pleaſure,” Pain, Joy, Grief, Hope, or Fea 
which neceſſarily ariſe through the comm 
Accidents, that may pleaſe, or diſturb t| 
Connexion and Union of the Body, and if 
Animal Lite annexcd to it. 


Fo can you believe you have no Feelin 
becauſe you cannot comprehend which W 
it is conveyed ; when, upon the Touch 
Fire, or a Stroke, you preſently expreſs yd 
Senſe thereof? But, it you cannot accou 
tor the. Reaſon of theſe Things, and ſhe 
how you came to be made more percepti 
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il @ than a Stone, or Piece of Wood, which is 


Je 6 paſive and unconcerned under all Manner of 
e Impreflions ; and if you believe yourſelves to 


* be endued with the Senſe of Feeling, and re- 
| ceiving Pain or Pleaſure, and cannot yet com- 
, N prehend by what Way, and after what Manner 
mon it is conveyed, you muſt believe what you can- 
not comprehend ; and if you will not believe 
that you can feel; you muſt believe that your 
Senſe deceives you, and ſo come into the Be- 
ief of a greater Myſtery ; ſo that you are a- 
pain neceſſarily driven to believe what you 
znnot demonſtrate, | 


— 


Jyſte 
3 


In the next Place, you will be obliged to 
deny that you can hear, or that there can be 
ny Sound, becauſe you cannot comprehend 
ow the Sound is propagated; and the Ear 
roaniſed to receive it, no more than you can 
ccount for the different Sounds that are raiſed 
y various Motions, 'Touches, and Reverbera- 
ons, &c, of ſeveral Sorts of Matter, Metals, 
nd Inftruments, from the ſeveral Ways of 
cir being touched, or {truck upon: Theſe 
hings being out of your Comprehenſion 
Feelimlince we only know by our Senſes, that they 
ch Ve ſo) you are then, upon your own Maxim, 
duch] believe there are no ſuch Things. 
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Ir you will pretend to account for Sounds, 
du muſt give us as great a Variety of the Ac- 
unts of them, as there are various Qualities 
every individual Sort of Matter, from 

2 


Ce ee ee le ns CCS 


+> 


= POSTS EMFEF __ 

whence the Varieties of the Sounds are pros 
duced ; and, even, you muſt be Judges what 
Kind of Sound may be produced from any 
Matter or Inſtrument, you never yet before 
faw, and before you ever yet heard any Sound 
produced from it ; but you ſhalt know from 
your Reaſon, at firſt Sight, that ſuch or ſuch 
Manner of Touch, upon ſuch Matter or In- 
ſtrument, will produce ſuch or ſuch a Sound; 
which you ſhall as naturally hear in your LI V 
magination, as you actually can do, whenſvhi 
the Touch is given: If this can be done, youſſfettai 
will make ſome ſmall Advances towards anſſÞnd 
Explication of Sounds, ive 


Ox if they will account for the variou 
Sounds and different Tones, even, amongſſſave 
thoſe of the ſame Houſes and Neighbourhoods 
by which we can readily diſtinguiſh thoſe 
we are acquainted with, one from another 
as well as by their different Faces; or if the) 
can tell me for what Reaſon ſuch and ſuc 
Movements of their own Tongues and Lip 
with the : ſeveral Expulſions of their Breat 
form ſuch and ſuch Words and Accents ; er ſ£earr 
they can ſhew me why one Man's Tongu 
(hould make a different Reverberation in th 
Atmoſphere from another's, which is exerd 
ſed in expreſſing the ſame Words; I will the 
allow them not to look upon thefe Things 
Myſteries, 5 


AGAIN; Let them likewiſe account i 
the Light of the Sun, how it became ente 
TO on oy 


POSESCREST or 
proz tained in our Atmoſphere ; and after what 
vhat Manner it was made capable to refract and re- 
flect its Rays, and how the Eyes are organi- 
ſed and adapted to receive them; and by what 
Means any Objects are repreſented to our 
sight: If they cannot do this, let them either 
eaſe to diſbelieve Myſteries, or elſe believe 
here is no ſuch Thing as 1 in the World. 


ur LI WIr Regard to the various Colours, 
whenſſyhich the Art and Experience of Man has 
Eittained, by Learning, to compoſe, imitate, 
nd produce, the Agents of them can never 
ive the Reaſons why the Matter, they u/6 
Jo produce the Colour, has the expected Ef- 
ect: Only from conſtant Experiments they 
aongſtihave found, that ſuch Materials have produ- 
hood Fed ſuch Colours; but no one, of the greateſt 
thoſe Reaſon and Sagacity, can, without Learning 
other Experience, produce any given Colour up- 
if theſſyn a Piece of white Cloth, but would find it. 
1 ſud} Myſtery, he could not perform. But he, 
1 LipÞt knows nathing of Dying, and yet will 
Breathſclieve no Myſtery, let him try, without 
; or {earning or Experience, to produce any given 
Fonguſfolour : If he cannot, let him acknowledge 
in thÞcre are Myſteries in Nature, or believe there. 
exercy neither Light nor Colours in the World, 


vill the 
hings 1 


Tuus it is a Myſtery, to a Man that was. 
orn blind, to hear you talk of Light and Co- 
ſpurs; yet, becauſe it is conſtantly confirmed, 

unt fi him, that there are really ſuch Things in 
% & 2 3 
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Being, he believes them, not becauſe he can 
comprehend any Thing of the Manner of their 
Exiſtence ; and it is as impoſſible for you to 
comprehend the Manner by which they have 
a Being, and how they are conveyed to out S: 
Senſes. Tell me, therefore, what you ima- Nou 
gine of thoſe T hings, vou cannot account 
for; whether they are out of the Reach offiþor « 
your Reaſon, and therefore incomprehenſi- 
ble ; or whether there are no ſuch Exiſtences, 
as them, and Your Senſes, in the World ? 


I MIGHT, likewiſe, deſire theſe great 
Aſſerters of Natural Reaſon to diſcover a de- 
monſtrative Account of the various Effuvia 
of Flowers, Herbs, and Perfumes, with the 
contrary offenſive, noxious, and diſagrecabl 
Scents, how they become ſenſibly affecting to 
the Smell ; and | likewiſe how Meats and 
Drinks become agreeable, or een to 
the Taſte, 


On let them tell me, if this would not be 

a | Myſtery and a Paradox, to any Man that wa E 
born without theſe Senſes, and who neverſreat 
enjoyed them, to hear others talk of them 
when, from all their Obſervations, they could. 
never furniſh him with a true Idea of theſ 
Things; but the Senſe of them muſt ſtill re- 
main as much a Myſtery to him, as the Man- 
ner, by which they receive them, does to 
them? If ſo, by the former Rule, this Man is 
not to o believe, that others can either __ 
4g talte 
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> canſſtaſte, becauſe he cannot comprehend what 


Wmell and Taſte is e 


80 then, if you will belives nothing, that 
you cannot comprehend, you muſt not be- 
icve you have any Senſes belonging to you, 


he Abſurdity of this, the bare GIA of it is 
ufficient to ſhew. 


Inn EE D, We learn by Experience, how 
everal ſecondary Cauſes are implanted in Na- 
ſure by the wiſe Author thereof; and, by 
ong Study and repeated Obſervations, can 


uch Cauſes produce ſuch and ſuch Effects; 
r from ſeveral Effects, we find produced, we, 
enerally (though differing i in our Sentiments) 
ſſign ſuch particular Cauſes to particular 
ffects; yet ſo far are we from aſcertaining 
ny Thing, that, though the Laws of Na- 
ure are daily ſought out of all them that have 
Pleaſure therein, yet whoever make 'the 
reateſt Diſcoveries, muſt at laſt confeſs, 
hat The Works of Ood are py and 2 
ding out. 


eeable 
ing to 
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I, then, the very Works of Nature, 
hich God has put under eſtabliſhed Laws, 
e myſterious to us, how ſhall we expect to 
count for the Myſteries of the Divine Ex- 


ence and Perfeitions ; or expect, that we. 
— ſhould 


they mean by it, or after what Manner the 


Wor even that you have any Being at all : But 


ive ſome imperfect Accounts why ſuch and 
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54 POSTSCRIPT. 
ſhould comprehend what he has thought 
proper to declare of himſelf to us, any more 
than we can expect, that a Man born blind ſope 
by our Deſcription of Light and Coloum eat 

ſhould be made capable to com N then, F 
as they really are 7 


Bou r, then, it is again aſſerted, that the 
Teſtament of Cur 1ST, which we call the 
Revelation of the Goſpel, contains not only 
Things above our Reaſon, but contrary to our 
Reaſon ; and, if they may believe Myſterie; 
which are only above their Reaſon, yet they 
can never believe what 1s contradictory to 
Reaſon, which ſome of the Defenders of Re. 
velation would oblige them to; as, for Inſhme 
ſtance, that Three is One, and One is Three, 
is ſo manifeſt a Contradiction ta Reaſon, thy 
they can never acquicice 3 in it. 


T Is true, it has been ſo taught by man 
Aſſerters of the Truth of Revelation, but 
ſcarcely ever intended, that we ſhould belies 
it in the ſame Senſe that we judge of Num 
bers common amongſt us, but in a differen 
Way; which as they themſelves could noffe 
account for, you are left only to look upo 
it as other Myſteries, ain to believe it ape 


ſuch. fa ear 


Bur ſome, who could not content them. 
ſelves with the Belief of Contradictions in 
Myſteries, Have, to avoid that, divided thqpf tl 
Ni | bleſſec he 
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oughtcfſed Trinity into Superiority and Inferiority 
more Perſons, and thereby, I think, and, as 1 


blind, 
lours 
them 


ope, 1 ſhall make appear, have run into a 
reater Error, 


For the Word, Perſons, in the Trinity; 
2s only been introduced by human Autho- 
ty, in, Compliance with the human Capa- 
ity ; which ſeems warrantable from the fre- 
vent Practice of the. Penmen of the Scrip- 
res; who commonly uſe the very ſame Me- 
od, in aſcribing to God the fame Members 
ommon to us. | 


it thi 
ll the 
t only 
tO Our 
ſteriez 
. the 


of Re. An D, thou oh it is common to afcribe the 
or In me Members to God, that conſtitute an 
[hreeſuman Perſon, yet there are few (beſides 
, thi hildren) who do not eaſily diſcover the Me- 
aphor, or who are ſo deceived by it, as to 
ook upon God to be in the Form or Shape 
manſhf a Man. 

, 
believe 
Num 
fferen 
Id not 
upo 
> 1t a 


So that 8 will quarrel with thoſe Ex- 
refſions in Scripture, that repreſent him as 
uch; yet we find, that many have taker 
ence from the Application of the Word 
Perſons, which (by the ſame Metaphor) may 
de applied to the THREE, that are faid to 
pear Record in Heaven; Th Te FATHER, Fbe 
ORD, and the Hor v SPIRIT; but, as it 
alſo affirmed, that theſe Three are On E, 

ome have from thence denied the Authority 
df that Text, while others have thrown off 
he Belief of the Scripture-Revelation itſelf. 

Now, 


them- 
ons in 
ed the 
bleſſec 
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Now, as above obſerved, the Applicatio 
of the Word Perſons was, at firſt; uſed wilt 
the Church, as warrantable from the foreſal 


Practice of repreſenting God with the Mem 


bers of an human Body: From which after 1 
wards, thro' vulgar Apprehenſions, it came t of 
be imagined, that theſe Three Perſons wer" 
diſtinct and ſeparate — in all perſon"? 
Properties. 
I 
_ Many of late, to avoid maintaining t . 
Doctrine of the Trinity, ſo as to contradi jolt 
Reaſon, have followed the famous Dr. Clark; 
in his Conſtruction put upon the Words of $t Ip 
FJobn; And theſe Three are One; that is, fa f 
they, One in Agreement, Sc. as if theſ 
were diſtinct and ſeparate Beings one» fromſiſ "© 
another, only agreed in one and the ſam: 95 
Concurrence; as a Man and his Wife are ſai *' 
to be One, though two Perſons, being ou 
in Agreement, and under one and the ſamg 5 
Concern 1 in all Affairs of Lite, Thus, = 
2 


THE 3 Author, in a modern Tres 1 
tiſe, ſtiled, The Scripture Doctrine of the Tu ©* 
nity, has repreſented the Three Perſons of 
the Trinity as ſuperior and inferior one to 
another, yet maintaining the Divinity of all, 


AN D, becauſe his Works have been ſo 


much adhered to, even by many of the 
learned Part of the Nation, and many have, 


from thence, fallen into Notions not conſiſ- 
tent 


- 


POSTSCRIPT „ 
tent with the Holy Scripture, I ſhall endea- 

_ „„ 

To ſhew the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency 
of the Foundation, upon which Dr. Clarke 
builds his Doctrine of Superiority and Inferi- 
rity in the Perſons of the Trinity. | 


Cation 
ed hi 
Treſaid 
Mem 
aſter 
LINE to 
Were 
er ſonal 


In the ſecond Page of his Scripture Doc- 
Fine of the Trinity, he lays it down as a Pro- 
Woſition, in a Quotation from Biſhop Bull, 
2, ©** That the Son. and Hor. v SPIRIT 


15 I * derive their Original from the FA THER. 
. „ this Propofition be true, the Son and 


Hoy Spirit had a Beginning, and therefore 
rere created, FATTY e 


BuT, in Page the fourth, he draws a 
oncluſion from this Propoſition (upon which 
Je whole Fabrick of his Work is built) vir. 
What “ theſe Things do not deſtroy the Di- 
vinity of the Son, for he alſo is in that 
One, and Firſt, and Only One; as being 
the Only Word, and Wiſdom, and Brightneſs 
(of the. Glory) of him, who is the Ore, 
and the Ozly One, and the Firſt,” 


Now, if he alſo is in that Oue, and Firſt, 
d Only One; as being the Only Mord, and 
dom, and Brightneſs (of the Glory) of him, 
ho is the One, and the Only One, and the 
rſt; he muſt always be in that One, and 
it, and Only One, as being the Only Word, 

H and 


conſiſ- 
tent 


30 POSTSCRIPT 


and dom, and Brightneſs (of the Glory); an 
him, who is the Que, and the Only One, anflad 
the Firſt : And, if he is in him, he coul 

receive no Original from him; for whatey 

is in the Divine Nature always has been in if ch. 
and can admit of no Original; for whate an. 
Exiſtence had an Original from the Suprenſſſinc 
Being, can never have the Properties of 
. Deity communicated to it; fince the Prop 
ties of the ſelf- exiſtent Eſſence are neceflani 
incommunicable, and nothing can be in t 
Divine Eſſence, which does not properly a 
actually belong to the Divine Eſſence it{dlffgin 
and thus much his very Words themſel 
prove: I would then ask, How the Son can 
to have his Original from the Father? If | 
had an Original from him, then, before ti 
Original, the Father muſt be without | 
Brightneſs and Glory, till he gave him f 
Original; ſince here it is confeſſed, that he 
the Only Word, and Wiſdom, and Brightn 
(of the Glory) of him, who 1s the One, a 
the Only One, and the Firſt: 1 fay, If d 
the Son had an Original, the 8 muſt 
an Eternity (2 Parte ante, or before) withꝗf 
his Only Word and Wiſdom, Brightneſs aſtior 
Glory. But, as the Nature of the . Div 
and Infinite Perfections can admit of no 4 
ditions, and therefore, if in the Son conſil 
his Wiſdom, and the Brightneſs of his Glo 
his Wi/dom and the Brightneſs of his Gi 
muſt needs eternally be with him, and in Par 
ut 


. o E 


lory\c and be of the ſame Eſſence, inſtead of being 
ne, anfladded to it after an Eternity 9 4 Tn ante. 

e coul 

vhatey 
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cellar 
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| So then it will unavoidably follow, that 
the Son-is Eternal, as well as the F ather, Sc. 
and therefore could derive no Original; and 
indecd, in a ſubſequent Part of the ſaid Book, 
the great Doctor, being puzzled with the In- 
tricacy of his firſt Propoſition, ſeems incli- 
nable to change it, by which he ſtill runs him- 
ſelf into CT Per en ties, when he calls 


erly aſthe Son Self-originated ; which ſignifies a Be- 
ce itſelliginning which commenced from himſelf: But 
emſchBhow any Being can be the Author of its own 
Son caſſOriginal, or how any Being, that had an Ori- 


ginal, could be the Procurer of it for himſelf, I. 
am at a Loſs to frame the leaſt Idea of: If any 
of his Followers can reconcile this with Rea- 
in (ſince they are the Sticklers, who pretend 
to believe nothing contrary to it) I will then 
kcknowledge their Reaſon ſuperior to what 1 
am able, at preſent, to e 


2 1 
fore ti 
thout | 
him ti 
that he 
Brightnt 
One, a 
„If th 
r muſt 
) with! 


Bur, till then, 1 muſt look upon it as a 
Midake in the great Doctor; whoſe Founda- 
tnefs d ion being wrong laid, he is thereby led, 
ae Divithrough his whole Book, into Labyrinths of 
f no A derplexing Contradictions and Intricacies. 
conſiſ 
bis Glo 
* bis Gi 
nd in hi 


I MusT profeſs a. reſpectful Eſteem for 
hat great and learned Man, and for ſome 
Parts of his laborious and valuable Works; 
put in this I cannot, upon my beſt Judgment, 

| + diſeover 


6 P0-STSCEION 


Tiſcover any Thing of Reaſon, or Strength o 
Argument to ſupport his Propoſition. Whe 
ther I have diſcovered the Weakneſs of hi 
Foundation, and left his Building unſupport 
ce, I mutt leave to the diſcerning Judgmen 
of my Readers. 3 


Bu r the Scruple of Believing the Doc 
trine of the Trinity contrary to Reaſon I ſhall 
perhaps, in another Tract (to which it wi 
more properly belong) endeavour to clear 
But ſhall be far from attempting to bring i 
within the Compaſs of our Comprehenſion 
having, I think, before proved, That eve 
all Things in Nature are myſterious ; and, 1 
ſo, then much more muſt it be impoſſible tt 
find out the Almighty to Perfection; for ity 
as impracticable for a finite Being to compre 
hend Infinity, as it is to have Infinity tl: 
communicated to it. 1 


LET us, then, wait, in humble Acknow 
ledgement of our own Imperfections, for thi 

Enlargement of our Knowledge of the D 
vine Myſteries, in a future State; where ou 
Capacities may be eternally exerciſed in tha 
Improvements of our Comprehenſions, anc 
yet find no End of their Increaſe (for tht 
Pleaſures ariſing from Infinity can have u 
End) and, though for ever improving, the 
will always find ſomething ſufficient for futurs 
Improvements in the Myſteries of the Divine 
Perfections: Which ſeems to be defigned fo! 
one Part of our Happineſs, that we may al 

* . wayz 


. | | A | 
4 4 Chriſtian Prayer, &c. 61 
ways, with Wonder and Admiration, praiſe 
and adore ihe infinite Unjz:bomableneſs of our 

cat Creator, the only Fountain, from whence: 
do flow the continual Currents of /a::s/attory 
Joys, undifiurved Tranquility, compleat De. 
lights, end conſtantly increqing Pleaſures for 
cbermore. „ 
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4 cunisrian PRAYEx, to be uſed by a Family, 
1 ſingle Perſon, at any Time. | 


INFINITE, Eternal, and Almighty God, from 
whom all created Exiſtences have received their Be- 
ginnings ; the Heavens and the Earth, and all Things therein, 
we the Works of thine Hands; thou didſt at firſt create 

Man in the Image of- thyſelf, the Eyer-bleſſed Trinity, in 

R e and Holineſs, by thy Divine WORD; and, 
N 


ible t aſſuencedſt him by thy HOLY SPIRIT. and gaveſt; _ 
for it i im that Angelical Life, which was the Likene/s or Image of, 
Farssrr; ſo that, in Man, a true Off ſpring of GOD 


yas repreſented. . 2 
In which State, by Obedience, he might have continued. 
vithout Death, or 2 aration - of Soul and Body; but, as, 

eery reaſonable created Being muſt neceſſarily owe a Tribute 
Obedience to his Supreme Creator, therefore upon his. O- 
xdience muſt depend his Continuance in his original Purity, 
ut, as thou hadſt given him a Command to be fruitful, and 
multiply his Species, his Poſterity would receive the Ef, 
As of his Obedience or Diſobedience: And, as thou fare- 
eſt his Diſobedience to thy Divine Command, thou ins, 
lere Oulndedſt for him and his Poſterity a Mediator of a better; - 
Wovenant 3; ſo that, though Death was the Conſequence. f 
Is Tranſgreſſion, and all his Poſterity. became mortal ups,. 
ns, ang yet, by 2his Mediator, they ſhould obtain à more exce{lent 
r the ry, by how much alſo. be is the Mediatar of a better Co. 

nant, which auas eſtabliſped upon better Promiſes pn. i _ © 
THEREFORE it is that we preſume to approach the Throge. 
17, they Grace and Mercy, and to make our Petitions to thee 
| fi ture VE are not only encouraged, but commanded by thee: | 
Or fu do it, as our boun en Duty. | Mee, 
we find in ourſelves an utter Inability td 
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F ys that Duty, we owe to thee, aright, or abſoluteſy d 


- 4 
2 
* 
* Bo bt 
4 
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allo manfully to maintain that ſpiritual Warfare againſt the 
far the ſpiritual Enjoyment of thee, cur moſt Powerful Cre- 


man Nature; and has thereby aſſured us of out Redemption 


both in Body and Soul, and be made Heirs of thoſe: incons! 


ks taught us, when we pray, to ſay:- 


1 our Treſpaſſes, as abe forgive them that treſpaſs again u. 


* 


I * K 


- 


p ourſelves From#doing thoſe Things, thou | haſt | come, 
manded us d nein from: But, as thou haſt appointed us xi 


Mlediator of @ better Covenant, than the firſtellabliſhed witk 
our firſt Parents, to whom we may, and are gommanded to 


Apply for Mercy and Forgiveneſs of our Tranſgteſſions; help 


-us, that we may not be wanting to ourſelves, not only to; 


make that due Application for Pardon and Forgiveneſs, but ; 


World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; that we at laſt may ob- 
tain that Conqueſt over them, that, when we come to be. 
ſtripp'd of this corruptible Body of Vleſb and Blood, which 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, we may alſo leave with 
it all the Corruptions of the bodily Senſes, and be made fit 


#or, and of our Merciful Redeemer, who died not for him 
ſelf, neither could Death kave Dominion over him, becauſe 
Death was the Wages of Sin; which Death he having 
paid for us, has purchaſed: our Redemption from it, by hi 
Conqueſt over it, through his unerring Obedience in the hu 
from Death, and Reſurrection from the Grave. Therefore, 0 


Ford, let the Efficacy of his Reſurrection raiſe us to Newneſo 
of Life here, that we may at laſt partake of Life: eternal, 


ceivable Joys, which Eye has not ſeen, nor Ear heard; no 
Heart of Man concęeived; when we ſhall not only be reſtored 
to the Image of the Divine Trinity, but alſo have the full 
Fruition thereof, in knowing and enjoying all the commumi⸗ 
cable Perfections of that Fountain of Happineſs, from whence! 
all Pleaſures eternally flow: To which End, let now all ours 
ultimate Portion and chief Happineſs in thee be fixed, that, 
when all outward- Enjoyments ceaſe to affect our preſent! 
Senſes, proper only for the preſent Union of Soul and Body 
then mayeſt thou be our everlaſting Portion; in whoſe Pre 


Fence we may find uninterrupted: Joys, and unmoleſted Tran 


quillity z which we humbly beg, through the Merits and 
Mediation of our bleſſed Redeemer, Jefus Chriſt, Who, i 


Compaſſion to our Inability to know what rightly to ash 


> Y 


"OUR Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be * 
Name ;' thy Kingdom come; thy Will be done in Earth, as i 
i Heaven ; give us this Day our "daily Bread; and fig 


and lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil: Fur 
ine is the Kingdom, the Poxuer, and the Glory, fur tur an 
ever. Amen. „„ OPUS LEE 0p ns 
5 r ö 


3 4 
2 72 4 N ns "oi 1 

* „ „ : XZ 8 3 «a is 
w - il * _ 


* - 
; . * par 0 ph 2 N 
4 * ” + 4 9 & 8 y 6 _— 
* 7-6 +7 * rere 7 * * r 1 K 4 6 
* 6 1 % 
"8". : 8 1 4 
11 5 2 1 
1 a * SET : 
—ꝓZN—ͤ— ﬀ 7 5 1 —— — — % 
= 4 of 3 4 - þ * ' 
X i 


« ; bs, « 
KK: aer 
< * 997 4. x 1 


